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THE 


NUMBER I. 
To be continued every saturpay. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


‘¢ Ego femper ea mente fui, ut, que utilia equaque viderentur, confilia de 

republica afferrem quod quidem boc prafertim tempore fadiurus fum: 

“* in quo fi concordiam, abjecia contentione faftidio, inter nos confirma- 

“© dimus, & ipf incolumes erimus, EP “alios vel imuitos confervare pote- 

rimus. | Creero, 


= 


HE Briton thinks it: ‘unneceflary to produce 

himfelf amidft the parade of pompous profef-, 
which ferve only to excite idle-curiofity, 
ie and raife expectations which may be. attended’ 
Roe with difappointment. Neither will he make any 
‘az apology for thus appearing to the public views 
without the ceremony of a formal introduction : 


his intention is not to alarin, but appéafe; not to puzzle, but ex- 


plain ; not to inflame, but to allay. His defign is that which 
ought to be the aim, and-is the undoubted privilege of every 
Briton, to fpeak his opinion freely, and offer his advice with de- 
cency and candour, every, fubjeét that concerns the communi-. 
ty, of which he is a member ; to watch thé éxéttions of power and 

prerogative; to obferve the tides of popular commotion ; to detect) 
the falfehood of malice; to expofe and refute the infinuations of 
calumny ; to pluck the mafk of patriotifim from the front of fac- 


tion, and the torch of difcord from thehand of fedition. =... - 
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THE BRITON: © Nor. 


Toa merely {peculative politician, it will appear fcarce cre- 
dible, that there fhould be the leaft occafion for a tafk of this 
nature, at a period when the Throne is filled with fuch ex- 
alted virtue, as the poifonous breath of envy cannot taint, as all 
the tongues of flander cannot charge with blemith or infirmity : 
at a period when the councils of the Sovereign are fhared among 
the natural counfellors of the Crown, a fet of noblemen whofe 
abilities are unqueftionable, whofe probity is unimpeached: at a 
period when the adminiftration is conducted with fuch integrity 
as defies reproach ; with fuch vigour and fuccefs as, one would 
think, might filence the moft inveterate malice: ata period when 
the whole kingdom echoes with the found of triumph and fefti- 
vity; and the confummation of national happinefs depends, in an 
efpecial manner, upon the continuation of national concord. 

But as the fun that ripens the peach, and renovates all nature, 


is alfo known to exalt the poifon of the viper, and hatch every 


fpecies of vermin that annoys mankind; fo extraordinary merit, 
while it adorns and fuftains the common weal, has the particular 
faculty ef generating and inflaming the virulence of envy, and all 
her rancorous attendants. 

I was led to this reflection by perufing the laft number of a_ 
weekly paper, called the Monitor ; a paper fo devoid of all merit - 
in the execution, that the author, confcious of his own unimpor- 
tance and incapacity, feems to have had recourfe, in defpair, to the 
only expedient which he thought would give him any chance for 
engaging the attention of the public; to infinuation againft the 
Th——ne, and abufe on the M—~y. He knew that calumny was 
a weed which throve in every foil: that where credulity, anda 
propentity to fcandal prevailed, fiction would make profelytes, and 
{currility be heard with pleafure. Full of this idea, he has undef= 
taken the vileft work of the worft incendiary: he has {cattered 
his fire-arrows with a rafh and defperate hand; he has not only 
directed them againft a M——y without blame, but even dared 
to aim them at the bofom of a Sovereign that never knew dif- 
honour. 

It can hardly be fuppofed, that a meer»attention to felf-intereft, 
even in the moft fordid and illiberal mind, fhould inftigate a man 
to bid defiance thus to truth and common honefty, to ftifle the 
fuggeftions of confcience, and broach thofe calumnies with his 
hand, to which his heart muft have given the Lie. No, his ma- 
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No. 1. THE BRITON. ; 


lice muft have ‘been pointed by perfonal hatred; his pen mutt have 
been guided by implacable revenge. This conjecture will appear 
to have the greater ‘force, if we confider, that in feigning facts 
his paflion has hurried him beyond the bounds of probability; and 
that in following the zgnrs fatuus of his refentment, he has loft 
fight of allregard to his own fafety. Though he has turned his 
ebufe into the channel of infinuation, his violation of truth is fo 
flagrant as to ftand felf-refuted, and his calumny fo atrocious, as 
to fubject him to the correction of the law. ‘This being the cafe, 
he might be left to the fate of his own rancour and abfurdity ; to 
incur the contempt of all honeft men, and be indulged with fcope, 
until he hath ftrangled himfelf with the tether of his own malice. 
But as there is no flander fo bare-faced, as not to produce fome ef- 
fe&t, and no argument fo frail, as not to perfuade fome well- 
meaning individuals, whom it may be worth while to undeceive ; 
I fhall take the trouble to examine the particulars of this honeft ef- 
fay, and, I doubt not, fhall be able to convict the author, not 
barely of fallacy, but of fraud, not of a weaknefs only, but of 
wickednefs alfo. | 

Tue motto he has chofen, by way of text, is a quotation from 
Tacitus, implying, that Sejanus, by various arts, gained fuch 
afcendency over the mind of Tiberius, as rendered that prince 
dark and referved to all others, but undifguifed and uncautious to 
him alone. The motto ferves not only as a text to be defcanted 
upon by this candid Monitor, but as the hand on fcandal’s dial, 
to point out the real objects of his obloquy and abufe : for, every 
reader knows that Sejanus was a minifter and favourite, and that 
Tiberius was the fovereign of Rome. Every reader likewife 
knows, that Sejanus was the moft wicked minifter of one of the 
moft execrable tyrants that ever difturbed the peace of mankind ; 
and every reader of common penetration muft know, that if the 
Monitor had any meaning at all, it muft have been to infinuate, 
that there was fome refemblance between Tiberius and the 
r——g Prince; between Sejanus and the prefent M——r. But is it 
poffible that any man fhould be fo abandoned to all fenfe of ho- 
nour, and of fhame, fo infatuated by rage and malevolence, as to 
hint a comparifon fo void of all propriety, fo injurious to virtue, 
and fo fcandaloufly oppofite to truth, that the falfehood and ran- 
cour of it glare in the face of the whole. nation !. Let this politi- 


cal firebrand ftep forth, and, armed with all his effrontery, point out 
one 
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one tircumftance of fimilitude between the characters of Tiberius 
and his own § n. Can he produce one inftance of infolence, 
cruelty, profligacy, or oppreffion, chargeable on the King of 
Great B—n? Can he difcover one circumftance that arraigns his 
prudence ? Can he fix the leaft imputation on his morals? He can- 
not, he dare not defcend to particulars which would an{wer his 
purpofe, and therefore he reftrains himfelf to a general charge, 
conveyed in the moft infidious infinuation, hoping that it may have 
fome effect among thofe who have no opportunity, nor capa- 
city, nor inclination, to examine the truth, | 

Hf he has prefumed to lift his irreverent pen, in order to blacken 
the conduct of his Sovereign, it is not to be wondered at, that he 
fhould pour forth the fouleft ftream of his calumny to difguife and 
defile the character of his fervants. Having in this candid eflay pre- 
mifed, that it is dangerous for a Prince to havea Favourite, he pro- 
ceeds to deicribe what he calls the Favourite of acrowned head; and 
in this defcription, unites all the bad qualities that can be conceived 
to center in the breaft of one man. ‘‘ Without merit or fervice, he 
acquires a great and almoft exclufive influence and power over the 
mind of his Royal Mafter: By an early admiffion to his prefence, 
converfation, and private recreations, he feizes every opportunity, 
to difcover his weaknefles, to mark his foibles, and to ingratiate 
him(elf, till he gains an entire afcendant over his will, and go- 
verns him without controul. Having fucceeded thus far during a 
minority, by meer profeffions of duty, and a diligent attention to 
gratify his paffions, he attempts to maintain his own influence and 
power, by deftroying and preventing the growth of great and 
royal fentiments in his mind, and to ufurp the whole authority and 
management of the ftate, by filling his Mafter’s head with plea- 
fures and unprofitable amufements.—He guards againft every 
means to detect his ufurpation; he permits none but fuch as are 
devoted to his intereft, to approach the Prince; and thofe he dif- 
poies about the Royal Prefence, in fuch a manner as to make 
them his {pies, to keep out men of merit, to degrade patriotifm 
with a mortal hatred, to aflift him in the facrifice of public inte- 
reft to his private views, and to fhare with him the fruits and ad- 
vantages of the Royal Favour—His condu@ is founded upon flat- 
tery—he loves none but himfelf, and facrificeth honour, grati- 


_ tude, and juitice, to his private intereft.” 
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‘No. THE BRITON 

Wavine the inaccuracy and inelegance of ftile in thefe curious 
periods, we fhall point out the abfurdity, and deteé& the malice 
they contain. Becaufe bad men have been the favourites of weak 
and worthlefs princes, does it follow, that every individual, di- 
{tinguifhed by the favour of his fovereign, muft be fuch a caitiff as 
you have defcribed? In what fchool of logic did you learn to 
make this wife inference? becaufe fome weak princes have given | 
themifelves up wholly to the guidance of wicked favourites, and 
followed their pernicious counfels, to the ruin of themfelves, and 
the damage of their fubjects, does it follow that all princes are 
weak, and that all favourites are wicked? If you would infinuate 
this is the prefent cafe in your own country, you may be anfwered 
in one word: every reflection that occurs, every honeft man you 
meet, even your own confcience will tell you, it is an infamous 
untruth. 

In any court of judicature, a general charge, unfupported by 
evidence, is anfwered and refuted by a general negation. Even 
where there is a fufpicion of guilt; unlefs that guilt is made ma- 
nifeft by circumftantial proof, the culprit is of courfe acquitted, 
Shall the privilege granted to the meaneft fubjeét, be refufed to 
the Prince? Shall we upon your unfounded infinuations condemn 
our So—n, againft whom your inventive malice has not been able 
to colleé& the leaft grounds for fufpicion ? or, would you deprive 
him of the prerogative, which every prince and every private man 
enjoys, of forming friendfhips, of rewarding fervices, of diftin- 
guifhing merit? Have you exhibited any fpecimens of his weak- 
nefs, of his tyranny, of his having given himfelf up implicitly 
to the pernicious counfels of any favourite? Have you adduced 
one circumftance to render it probable, that any individual has 
crept into his favour by the vile arts of flattery and vicious 
complaifance ; or to prove, that any favourite has maintained his 
influence, by difcouraging patriotifm, rejecting merit, planting the 
throne with fpies, excluding truth from the Royal ear, and facri- 
ficing the good of the public to his own private advantage? If 
no fuch circumftances are to be found— if on the contrary, our 
Sovereign’s character is in all refpects fo amiable as to engage 
the affection of every one not blafted with envy, not inflamed 
with rancour : if his heart benevolently fympathifes with all the 
children of diftrefs: if his hand is liberally opened to every ap- 


pearance of merit: if his fole aim is to augment and fecure the 
| hap- 
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6 BRITON. No. 14 
happinefs of his people with the independence of his crown; and 
he has invariably purfued that aim with prudence, dignity, and 
refolution: if he has communicated his councils and diffufed his 
confidence among the nobles of the land; among men diftin- 


guifhed by their virtue, capacity and experience, without par- 


tiality of favour, without diftin&tion of party: if the perfon whofe 
charaéter-you have defamed and traduced by implication, under 
the odious title of favourite, be a nobleman of unblemifhed in- 
tegrity, who attached himfelf to his Sovereign in his tender years, 
who helped to form his young mind to virtue, who infufed into 
his heart the principles of a patriot king, directing him to pur- 
fuits which were truly royal; if he has ever fcorned, and taught 
his Prince to fcorn the vile arts of a fycophant; if, in the exe- 
cution of his office, he hath ever avoided the leaft appearance of 
ufurpation, and ftood forth among the other fervants of the 
crown, the open fteady honeft counfellor of his Sovereign, un- 
difturbed by prejudice, undifmayed by clamour. If all thefe 
fuppofitions are true; and that they are literally true your own 
heart will declare; what character muft you maintain in the 
opinion of all good men; let me add, in your own opinion? the 
character of a defperate incendiary, perhaps the partifan and tool 
of difappointed ambition, endeavouring to depreciate one of the 
beft princes that ever reigned, to defame one of the moft up- 
right minifters that ever lived; to embroil a virtuous prince with 
an affectionate people; to clog the wheels of government at a 
juncture which is truly critical; and finally, to ruin that common- 
wealth, which it could not rule, 


( To be continued. ) 
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